
 

Saint John School                          Family Notes                                                          2.17.2023 

Dear Families, 

 Next week begins the season of Lent.  As we prepare to celebrate Christ’s Resurrection, 

we will do so with prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  On Wednesday, our 2nd grade (those 

students who are preparing for First Communion) through 5th grade will receive ashes.  Our 

students who have already received the Sacrament of Reconciliation will have the opportunity 

to go to Confession as we get closer to Easter.  We will also be collecting for charity as part of 

our Lenten almsgiving practice.  Because Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting, we are changing 

our hot lunch option from chicken quesadillas to baked ziti.  Please let us know if you are 

switching your child’s lunch order for that day.   

 Enrollment for next year officially opened today.  You should have received an e-mail 

from the Archdiocese with a link to re-register.  Families who have received financial aid in the 

past should also have received information on re-applying for next year.  If you are a family who 

has not previously received aid and you would like to apply for financial assistance, please 

contact me directly. I will ensure that you receive the invitation to apply for assistance.  Please 

also keep referring families to us.   

 While school will be closed Monday in observance of Presidents Day, many districts 

have off for the week.  Some buses will still run, but many will not.  Please check with your 

local district to see if they are providing busing next week. 

 On a separate note, unfortunately, the Nike Ambassadors e-mailed me this morning to 

let me know that they have to cancel their program for our school for the time being.  I am 

hopeful that we can get them back later in the year.  In the meantime, I am looking for 

something else to fill our Thursdays and am open to suggestions.   

  As far as Soccer goes, I have heard from a handful of parents that their children are 

interested, but not enough to field a team.  Please let me know if your 3rd-5th grader is 

interested in joining the soccer team as I need to commit to the other principals next week.  I 

do not know when practices will be, but games will most likely be on Saturdays.   



 For those interested in golf, I am happy to announce that SJS students will have the 

opportunity to learn the sport.  We’d like to get at least eight students to participate, but the 

teaching professionals can accommodate up to 12.  If students do not have golf clubs, 

arrangements can be made for a loaner set.  The sessions will be on Wednesdays, and our 

school uniform is appropriate attire.   Please see the attached flyer for more information.   

 Brownies will be starting up for our 2nd and 3rd grade girls.  Meetings will begin in March 

and take place here at the school.  They are planned for every other Thursday beginning March 

2nd.  The first meeting of the month will be at the school and the second meeting of the month 

(on the 3rd Thursday of each month) will be an activity that will often take place at another 

venue.  A sign-up sheet is attached to this e-mail, and a hard copy will be going home next 

week. 

 Finally, tomorrow is our “Sweetheart Dance” sponsored by the Parent Guild.  This is a 

family event for our PK-5th grade children.  Alcohol is not permitted at any SJS event unless 

specifically advertised otherwise.  I look forward to a fun event for our children, and I welcome 

your presence as responsible chaperones.      

 Please see below for some important reminders and announcements and feel free to 

reach out with any questions.   

Yours in Catholic education, 

Mr. De Bona 

 

Because Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting, we are changing our hot lunch 

option from chicken quesadillas to baked ziti.  Please let us know if you are 

switching your child’s lunch order for that day.   

 

We have a number of coats in our lost and found.  If your 

child has lost an item of clothing, please check our lost and 

found or encourage them to do so.  All items in the lost 

and found will be donated before Easter break. 



The stomach bug is going around right now.  As a reminder, keep your child home if they are 

sick.  Below is a handy guide for your reference.  Thank you for stopping the spread of germs 

that can affect our children and staff. 

 

 

Looking ahead:  

Saturday, February 18: School Dance 6-9pm     

Sunday, February 19: Mass, ??? Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday, February 20: Presidents Day; No School 

Tuesday, February 21: $2 Dress down 

Wednesday, February 22: Ash Wednesday 

 

Looking farther ahead: 

Friday, March 3: Catholic School Teacher Appreciation Day;  

  Half-day; After-care 12-3 

 


